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of Salah ad-D<n (Saladin), in the month of the first Rabi, 587 (April, JA. D.
1191) and, in the month of the latter Jumada of the same year (June-July,) he was
attached to the service of that sultan by al-Kadi '1-Fadil [vol. 1L p. 111). He con-
tinued with Salah ad-Din till the month of Shauwal of that year (Oct.-Nov.), when
al-Malik al-Afdal Kur ad-Din AH [vol. II. p. 353), the son of Salah ad-Din, asked
permission from his father to take him [Did ad-Din] into his service. The sultan
gave the latter his choice of remaining where he was or of passing into the service
of the prince, and told him, at the same time, that the pension (mdlfan] already
granted to him should be [in each case regularly] continued. Dia ad-Din decided on
going with al-Afdal, who was then a young man, and was appointed by that prince
to the post of vizir. Under such a patron, his circumstances became greatly im-
proved. Al-Malik al-Afdal, having obtained for himself the kingdom of Damascus,
on the death of his father, Salah ad-Din, chose Dia ad-Din for his grand-vizir. All
public affairs were then referred to the latter's direction and, in every circumstance,
the highest confidence was placed in his ability. When Damascus was taken from
al-Afdal, that prince removed to Sarkhad, as we have already stated in his life, and,
as Dia ad-Din had been on bad terms with the inhabitants of the former place, they
now resolved on putting him to death; but the chamberlain, Mahasin Iba Ajam, got
him out of danger by locking him up a trunk and carrying him secretly out of the city.
Dia ad-Din then went to join his master and afterwards accompanied him to Egypt,
whither that prince had been called in order to act as the ndib [lieutenant] of his nephew,
al-Malik al-Mansur. We have spoken of these events in our article on al-Afdal, and
that dispenses us from repeating our account of them here. Al-Malik al-AadiJ having
proceeded to Egypt [see vol. 1L p. 354), took that country from his nephew al-Afdal,
who received in exchange the government of as-Sharkiya [Irdk and Mesopotamia] and
set out for that province. Dia ad-Din did not follow in the train of attendant^, be-
cause he was afraid of being assassinated by a band of fellows whe were waiting for
him. He afterwards succeeded in leaving the city under a disguise, and he has
given anaeeotmt of his evasion in a long letter the text of which may, be found in the
work [diw&n] which contains his epistolary correspondance* He staid away ,for some
timefrqifc la?faster aMMUlJk al-Afdal and Aid not return to his service till that prince
had est^li^'Ms^aulHority in SumaisSt; -He then remained with him till the
month of$$ 7liaa^ 6flf7 {ApriKJUay, A; IK 1211}, when,he passed into,the ser-
vice of aWffaiik az:Z&inrrGk&i [i&k ILp, 443), sovereign of Aleppo and